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RG104 entry 217 box 3 


November 13, 1872 


Hon. George S. Boutwell 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir 

Since the sale of copper, the product of melting the old copper cents, authorized by 
your letter of the 12th of July last, I have delivered to the Melter & Refiner an aggregate of 
$3,426.76 in the same kind of coin upon seven separate orders f the Director reciting to the 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury to the Director of the Mint dated June 3rd 1871, as 
authority. 

The sale of copper made last Summer failed to realize the stamped value by $8,339.90 
and there will be a deficit to be provided for every time we melt unless these should be an 
extraordinary rise in the price of copper. 

It has occurred to me that when you authorized the sale and provided for the existing 
deficit in the manner you did in your letter of July 12th, you were of the opinion that your 
action would be taken to be a revocation of the authority given in your letter of June 3rd 1871 
to the Director. 

At all events, I have deemed the matter of sufficient moment to call your attention to 
it and obtain your views. 


Yours very respectfully, 


George Eyster 
Treasurer of the Mint 


